
The Far 
Fields

Wrap yourself in a bountiful 
pasture of lace grass, bordered 
by cables. 
One of my favorite things about traveling in the UK is the 
opportunity to look out over the countryside. I revel in 
quintessential English landscape — market towns, stone 
church spires, climbing wisteria, clematis and roses, occasional 
thatched roofs and most especially herds of sheep grazing 
on green fields. I live in the southwestern US. My hometown 
lies just where the desert meets the mountains. It's an arid 
landscape, populated by desert scrub, dry canyons, jagged 
mesas and distant mountain ranges. To see sheep grazing 
in rich, green fields (that don't require irrigation) feels like a 
miracle! Plus, since I knit and love to spin yarn, I feel a special 
affinity for sheep. How could I not love an animal that offers 
up a yearly harvest from which we may make all manner of 
useful, beautiful things? This garment is inspired by — and 
is my ode to — those fluffy beasts. To sheep! Long may they 
grow wool for us!
 

Nomenclature
k = knit,  p = purl,  sl = slip,  yo = yarnover,  k2tog = knit two 
stitches together,  ssk = slip slip knit,  ptbl = purl through back 
loop of stitch,  RS = right side,  WS = wrong side
C3F/3B = (cable stitch) transfer next three stitches onto cable 
needle, hold in front of work, knit next three stitches, knit 
stitches held on cable needle
C3B/3F = (cable stitch) transfer next three stitches onto cable 
needle, hold in back of work, knit next three stitches, knit

Stole
Finished Size 
22 in x 60 in/56 cm x 152 cm or the
longer length of 80 in/203 cm  
Yarn
Whistlebare’s Yeavering Bell 4 ply yarn 
(fingering weight, 380 yds/350 m, 100 gr, 
80% mohair/20% Wensleydale wool) 2 
skeins OR 700-800 yards of similar weight 
(fingering/4 ply/sock/sport) yarn. For 
longer length, add a third skein or 200-300 
additional yards of similar weight yarn.
Needles/Notions 
US 3/UK 3.25 mm needles
Stitch markers (7 recommended)

Shawl, Poncho & Afghan
Finished Size
30 in x 60 in/56 cm x 152 cm or the longer 
length of 80 in/203 cm
Yarn
Whistlebare’s Yeavering Bell Aran  (aran 
weight, 190 yds/175 m, 100 gr, 80% 
mohair/20% Wensleydale wool) 5 skeins 
OR 1400-1600 yards of similar weight (dk/
worsted/aran) yarn. For longer length, greater 
width on afghan, or fringe & tassels add 2-4 
skeins or 200-500 additional yards of similar 
weight yarn.
Needles/Notions
US 5/UK 3.75mm needles 
Stitch markers (9-11 recommended)
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The Far Fields is offered 
as part of Rowan Tree Travel's 

Armchair Travel 
Knit Kits.
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stitches held on cable needle 
C1Bp/3F = (cable stitch) transfer 1 stitch onto cable needle, 
hold to back of work, knit next three stitches, purl the stitch 
held on cable needle
C3F/1Bp = (cable stitch) transfer next three stitches onto 
cable needle, hold in front of work, purl the next stitch, knit 
stitches held on cable needle.

A Note on Gauge
Matching a specific gauge is less important on this project than 
it might be on others. In any of its forms, The Far Fields is not 
form fitting. Blocking will have the greatest impact on finished 
size. Depending on tautness of your blocking, the size can be 
varied by 2 - 4" in both vertical and horizontal directions. For 
general reference though, here are gauges from the sample 
knits. Each was taken after blocking, over the portion of 
repeating lace "grass" in the body of the garment.

 Yeavering Bell, fingering weight stole:
 18 stitches = 4 in/10 cm 
 A full repeat of rows 1-20 = 2.75 in/7 cm 
 Yeavering Bell, aran weight shawl/poncho: 
 16 stitches = 4 in/10 cm 
 A full repeat of rows 1-20 = 3.5 in/9 cm 

Pattern 
Instructions provided are for stole [shawl/poncho/afghan].
Cast on 120 [142] stitches. 
Work rows 1 - 20 according to line-by-line instructions 
or chart.  Repeat rows 1 - 20 twenty-one [sixteen] more 
times for a 60" length garment. For an 80" length garment, 
continue repeats of rows 1 - 20 a further eight [five] times. 
Bind off all stitches, weave in the ends and block your 
garment. Add fringe or tassels if desired. Enjoy!

Line-by-Line Instructions
Odd numbered rows are RS; even numbered rows are WS. 
The repeating lace pattern is in red. I recommend using a stitch 
marker after each cable border and each lace repeat as noted 
on row 1 instructions. Some knitters work up very complex 
patterns without the use of stitch markers. I call those knitters 
“mad geniuses”. Stitch markers keep me organized. They allow 
me to frequently check my stitch count and find & correct 
mistakes. I like how they add an extra measure of beauty, fun or 
humor to the work in my hands. Plus, non-knitters are completely 
flummoxed as to their function. I quite enjoy that.

Variations
The Far Fields can be worked into a 
variety of garments simply by changing 
yarn weight, number of lace "grass" 
repeats, and length.

For a lightweight stole, use a fingering 
weight yarn. The 60" length will allow 
you to wear it across your shoulders or 
folded, as a scarf (2 skeins needed). An 
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Row 1: sl 1, k2, p2, C3F/3B, p8, C3B/3F, p2 (stitch marker 
recommended here), *p4, k2tog, yo, p5* repeat 6[8] times 
(stitch marker recommended here after each repeat), p2, 
C3F/3B, p8, C3B/3F, p2, k3.

Row 2: sl 1, p2, k2, p6, k8, p6, k2, *k5, p2, k4* repeat 6[8] 
times, k2, p6, k8, p6, k2, p3.

Row 3: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, C3F/1Bp, p6, C1Bp/3F, k3, p2, *p3, 
k2tog, yo, k1, p5* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, C3F/1Bp, p6, 
C1Bp/3F, k3, p2, k3.

Row 4: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k1, p3, k6, p3, k1, p3, k2, *k5, p3, k3* 
repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k1, p3, k6, p3, k1, p3, k2, p3.

Row 5: sl1, k2, p2, k3, p1, C3F/1Bp, p4, C1Bp/3F, p1, k3, 
p2, *p2, k2tog, yo, p1, k1, p5* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, p1, 
C3F/1Bp, p4, C1Bp/3F, p1, k3, p2, k3.

Row 6: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k2, p3, k4, p3, k2, p3, k2, *k5, p1, k1, 
p2, k2* repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k2, p3, k4, p3, k2, p3, k2, p3.

Row 7: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, p2, C3F/1Bp, p2, C1Bp/3F, p2, k3, 
p2, *p1, k2tog, yo, p2, k1, p5* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, p2, 
C3F/1Bp, p2, C1Bp/3F, p2, k3, p2, k3.

Row 8: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, *k5, p1, k2, 
p2, k1* repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, p3.

Row 9: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, p3, C3F/1Bp, C1Bp/3F, p3, k3, p2, 
*k2tog, yo, p3, k1, p5* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, p3, C3F/1Bp, 
C1Bp/3F, p3, k3, p2, k3.

Row 10: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k4, p6, k4, p3, k2, *k5, p1, k3, p2* 
repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k4, p6, k4, p3, k2, p3.

Row 11: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, p4, C3F/3Bp, p4, k3, p2,*p5, yo, ssk, 
p4* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, p4, C3Bp/3F, p4, k3, p2, k3.

Row 12: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k4, p6, k4, p3, k2, *k4, ptbl 1, p1, 
k5* repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k4, p6, k4, p3, k2, p3 

Row 13: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, p3, C1Bp/3F, C3F/1Bp, p3, k3, p2, 
*p5, k1, yo, ssk, p3* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, p3, C1Bp/3F, 
C3F/1Bp, p3, k3, p2, k3.

Row 14: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, *k3, ptbl 
1, p2, k5* repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, p3. 

Row 15: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, p2, C1Bp/3F, p2, C3F/1Bp, p2, k3, 
p2, *p5, k1, p1, yo, ssk, p2* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, p2, 
C1Bp/3F, p2, C3F/1Bp, p2, k3, p2, k3.

Row 16: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k2, p3, k4, p3, k2, p3, k2 , *k2, ptbl 
1, p1, k1, p1, k5* repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k2, p3, k4, p3, 
k2, p3, k2, p3.

Row 17: sl1, k2, p2, k3, p1, C1Bp/3F, p4, C3F/1Bp, p1, k3, 

To create a poncho, use the heavier 
weight yarn and knit to a 60" length (5 
skeins required). Fold finished rectangle 
in half. Seam on one side, leaving 10 - 
11 inches open for head & neck. 

80" length - or longer - will allow you to 
wear the stole around your shoulders 
plus throw one end over to hang down 
your back (3 skeins needed).

In either weight, you can make a 
seamed wrap as shown in the diagram 
below. One side will be straight, the 
other will come to a point, as the 
garment rests across your shoulders. 
You decide which shape to wear at 
the front. The fold works best if your 
rectangle is at least 2 1/2 times longer 
than it is wide. Seam or opt for the
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p2, *p5, k1, p2, yo, ssk, p1* repeat 6[8] times,  p2, k3, p1, 
C1Bp/3F, p4, C3F/1Bp, p1, k3, p2, k3.

Row 18: sl 1, p2, k2, p3, k1, p3, k6, p3, k1, p3, k2 *k1, ptbl 1, 
p1, k2, p1, k5* repeat 6[8] times, k2, p3, k1, p3, k6, p3, k1, 
p3, k2, p3. 

Row 19: sl 1, k2, p2, k3, C1Bp/3F, p6, C3F/1Bp, k3, p2, 
*p5, k1, p3, yo, ssk* repeat 6[8] times, p2, k3, C1Bp/3F, p6, 
C3F/1Bp, k3, p2, k3.

Row 20: sl 1, p2, k2, p6, k8, p6, k2, *ptbl 1, p1, k3, p1, k5* 
repeat 6[8] times, k2, p6, k8, p6, k2, p3.

Charts
Charted instructions for The Far Fields are offered in two 
versions: full and sectioned. Please use whichever feels most 
comfortable for you.

Full Chart

For a generous shawl, one you can wrap 
completely around your body, knit with 
the heavier weight yarn to at least the 
80" length (7-8 skeins required.) This 
style looks fantastic with four large 
tassles at each corner. 

For an afghan, knit in the heavier 
weight yarn but increase the number 
of lace "grass" repeats to 10.  Work 
pattern to a desired length. Add fringe 
to both ends, tassels at four corners or 
leave plain. You'll need 8-10 skeins in the 
aran weight yarn to complete, depending 
on your chosen length and finish.

more flexible solution of placing a row 
of tiny, soft buttons along the edge of 
your garment. Button or unbutton and 
wear as you like!



The pattern for The Far Fields was 
specially designed by Suzie Briddsang for 
Rowan Tree Travel.  Find out about our fiber-
infused small group 
tours & online shop at
RowanTreeTravel.com
You can follow Suzie’s 
musings & 
travel notes by 
visiting her blog: 
StudioBriddsang.com
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Sectioned Charts
The full chart for The Far Fields is quite wide and short – and 
pretty darned small! To make viewing and tracking your place 
easier, I've offered an alternate version. The chart is broken 
into three sections. Work them sequentially and you'll come 
up with the same results.

With RS facing you, work line 1 of Chart One from right to 
left, then line 1 of Chart Two from right to left (repeating 6 
[8] times), then line 1 of Chart Three from right to left. 

With WS facing you, work back across the charts 
(essentially "line 2") in reverse order: line 2 of Chart Three 
from left to right, then line 2 of Chart Two from left to right 
(repeating 6 [8] times), then line 2 of Chart One from left to 
right. 

Repeat for all remaining lines as you work your way up the 
charts.

I've been in love with this delicate lace 
pattern for a decade. When I began to think 
of the English countryside, it immediately 
sprang to mind. I hope it brings you the same 
sense of delight each time you see & wear it.


